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ROBOTIC AUTOMATION
FOR CORE BUILD-UP OF

TRANSFORMER
LAMINATE SHEETS

Introduction

The world's growing demand for electricity has
necessitated significant advancements in power
distribution and transmission systems.
Transformers play a pivotal role in this process
by stepping up or down voltage levels, ensuring
efficient energy transfer. The core component
of a transformer is the laminated core, which is
responsible for magnetically coupling the
primary and secondary windings. Traditionally,
the core build-up process has been labour-

intensive and time-consuming. However, the
integration of robotic automation in this process
is revolutionizing transformer manufacturing by
enhancing efficiency,
quality.

precision, and overall

The Core Build-up Process
Before delving into the benefits of
automation, it's essential
core build-up process. Transformer core
laminations are typically made of high-quality
electrical steel sheets, carefully stacked and
aligned to minimize magnetic losses and eddy
currents. The Ilaminations are coated with
insulating varnish, and the entire core is
subjected to pressing and curing processes to
ensure structural integrity.
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Challenges in Traditional Manufacturing

Labour-Intensive: The manual assembly of
transformer core laminations is labour-
intensive, requiring skilled workers to align and
stack laminations accurately.

Error-Prone: Human errors can lead to
misalignment of laminations or the inclusion of
defective sheets, compromising the
transformer's efficiency.

Slow Production: Traditional methods are time-
consuming, limiting the rate of transformer
production to meet growing energy demands.
Robotic Automation in Core Build-up

Robotic automation is a game-changer in
transformer manufacturing. Here's how it
transforms the core build-up process:

Precision and Consistency: Robots are

programmed to handle lamination sheets with
extreme precision, ensuring accurate alignment
and stacking. This results in consistently high-
quality transformer cores.

Speed and Efficiency: Robots work tirelessly
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24/7, significantly increasing production rates.
It is especially crucial in times of high demand
for transformers.

Quality Assurance: Robotic systems are
equipped with sensors and cameras that can
detect defects in lamination sheets. They can
automatically reject flawed sheets, reducing the
chances of faulty transformers entering the
market.

Worker Safety: By automating physically
demanding and repetitive tasks, the risk of
worker injuries is significantly reduced.

Cost Savings: Although the initial investment in
robotic automation is substantial, the long-term
cost savings in labour, reduced waste, and

improved efficiency make it a financially sound
decision.

offers numerous
challenges and

While robotic automation
advantages, there are
considerations to address:
Initial Investment: Implementing robotic
automation requires a significant upfront
investment in equipment, software, and
training.

Skilled Workforce: Skilled technicians are
needed to program, maintain, and troubleshoot
robotic systems.

Adaptability:  Robotic  systems must be
adaptable to handle various transformer core
sizes and configurations.
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Integration: Seamless integration of robots into
existing manufacturing processes is essential
for a smooth transition.

Key Robotic Components for Transformer
Core-Buildup Automation

Robotic Arm:

At the heart of the automation process is the

robotic arm. These arms come in various
configurations, such as articulated, cartesian,
or SCARA, depending on the specific
application. In  transformer  core-buildup,
articulated arms are commonly used due to
their flexibility and range of motion.

The robotic arm is responsible for picking up
and accurately placing each laminated sheet in
the desired position within the core assembly.
Precise movements are critical to ensuring the
efficiency and quality of the transformer core.
End-Effector:

The end-effector, also known as the robotic
gripper or tool, is the component that interacts
directly with the laminated sheets. Depending
on the size and weight of the sheets, different
types of grippers may be employed.

Vacuum grippers are commonly used as they
can securely lift and manipulate sheets without
causing damage. Magnetic grippers may also be

utilized for ferrous laminations.
Vision System:

To ensure accurate positioning and detect

defects in the Ilaminated sheets, robotic
systems are often equipped with Vvision
systems. These systems use cameras and

image processing algorithms to provide real-
time feedback.

High-resolution cameras take images of the
sheets, which the software then examines to
look for any alignment issues or flaws. It
ensures that only high-quality sheets are used
in the core assembly.
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Control Software:

The brain behind the operation, the control
software, is responsible for programming and
coordinating the movements of the robotic arm
and the gripper. It also interfaces with the
vision system to make real-time decisions
based on the visual input.

The software can be fine-tuned to adapt to
different core configurations and sheet sizes,
making it a versatile tool in transformer core-
buildup automation.

Sensors:

Sensors play a crucial role in ensuring safety
and precision. Proximity sensors can detect the
presence of objects in the robot's path,
preventing collisions.

The robot can adjust its grip to prevent harming
the delicate laminated sheets thanks to force
and torque sensors, which provide feedback on
the pressure the gripper is applying.
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The Safety Features:

Safety is paramount when integrating robots
into manufacturing processes. Emergency stop
buttons, safety cages, and light curtains are
standard safety features to protect human
workers and prevent accidents.

The synergy of these robotic components is
transforming the transformer core-buildup
process. With precision, speed, and the ability
to work continuously, robots are not just
improving efficiency but also enhancing the

overall quality of transformer cores. As
technology continues to advance, we can
expect even more sophisticated robotic

systems to optimize transformer manufacturing
processes further, contributing to a more
reliable and efficient energy infrastructure.

L

Conclusion

Robotic automation is transforming the core
build-up process of transformer laminate
sheets, making it more efficient, precise, and
cost-effective. As the demand for electricity
continues to rise, the adoption of robotic
automation in transformer manufacturing is
becoming increasingly crucial. With the
potential to improve product quality, increase
production rates, and reduce labour costs, the
future of transformer manufacturing looks
promising, thanks to robotics. Manufacturers
who embrace this technology stand to gain a
competitive edge in the evolving energy
landscape.
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of engineers and scientists who develop cutting-
edge solutions for industrial automation and
process optimization.
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